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LIKE MY NAILS?
Veterinarians are divided over
declawing cats. This is a proce-
dure that involves surgery and
anesthesia. Declawing requires
cutting the last bone of the cat’s
claw to prevent the claw from
growing back. This has to be
done for each toe. This is a per-
manent and irrevocable process,
and some vets suggest waiting
to see if the cat actually needs
to be declawed. A cat may not
need to be declawed if its owner
is willing to spend enough time
training it to scratch only appro-
priate objects. It is recommend-
ed to have cats declawed as kit-
tens or young cats because they
heal faster and rebound better
than overweight and older cats.
Older cats tend to show more
pain after surgery.

If you have questions about fe-
line declawing or other concerns
about your pet, we welcome
your call. We know animals, we
love animals, and we treat all
animals that come to us as if
they were our own. Complete
medical, preventive, dental,
and surgical care, including la-
ser surgery, is available for the
pet that loves and trusts you at
our complete pet care facility.
We treat small pets of all kinds,
including pocket pets and rab-
bits. For more information, to
schedule an appointment, or for
archived articles, visit our web-
site. Comfortable, clean & pet-
friendly boarding services are
also available.

www.longmeadowvet.com

Longmeadow Animal Hospital
19764 Longmeadow Rd., Hagerstown
301-733-8400 10212544
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