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AN AGING CAT IS NOT 
NECESSARILY AN ILL CAT

When your cat starts to get old, it is 
easy to chalk up behavioral changes to 
aging. However,  many changes could 
be the result of illness. It is important 
to recognize any behavioral  changes 
in your cat. An aggressive cat can be 
in pain for one of many reasons,  from 
tooth decay to arthritis. If your cat is 
suddenly fi lling the litter box more 
quickly than he or she usually does, it 
may be the result of conditions such 
as diabetes, hyperthyroidism, or even 
kidney failure. If you notice your older 
cat using a place other than the litter 
box, he or she may have arthritis or 
another painful condition that makes 
getting to the litter box diffi cult.
Pet owners can always count on re-
ceiving compassionate, state-of-the-
art, friendly services when they bring 
their pets to us. We see small pets of 
all ages and of all  kinds for manage-
ment of chronic and acute illnesses, 
annual checkups and vaccinations, 
dental care, and nutrition counseling. 
We’ve been serving the pet care needs 
of our friends in the Hagerstown area 
since 1971, and we’ll treat your pets, 
too, with the best of care. We also 
carry a complete line of high quality 
pet foods, vitamins, fl ea & tick preven-
tion products, and grooming products. 
For more information, to schedule an 
appointment, or for archived articles, 
visit our website.    

FACT: Use the action of petting your 
cat to look for various health conditions 

such as abnormal lumps and bumps
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